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imperial.1 In contrast to this, Germany is a nation which is undisciplined in empire, which has never yet known its glory. The position of Wilhelm II is that of an emperor without an empire.
And the question we had to consider, quite abstractly, was : What, according to the philosophy of history, or even according to the mere processes of common sense, is likely to result from such a confrontation ? Above all, what is likely to result when the first nation, though pursuing colossal organic ideals, yet seems to have become almost weary of the glory of empire, expressing frequently the desire for arbitration, for the limitation of armaments, a " naval holiday," peace at any price;2 when its war-spirit, its energy, its sense of heroism are apparently dimin-
1 This is the unique character of Britain as an empire. Athens was an example of this, but Athens was a civic empire, not a national empire in the sense of which England is a nation. Moreover, whilst it was in form a republic and democratic, it was in its essence aristocratic and oligarchic, the large majority of the population having no share, direct or indirect, in government. The nearest approach to Athens is not England, but the Venice of the middle period, the Venice of the great Serrata del Consiglio, where the whole mass of the inhabitants were excluded from political power, unless those descended from or connected with the governing authorities of the time.
a Within the last few days, for instance, at a mere suggestion by Admiral Tirpitz as to the diminution of the German Navy, the whole Liberal Press rushed forward like gudgeons to welcome even the shadow of a pretence of peace. Yet what really underlay this suggestion was the desire of the German government to have the more power to put forward their unprecedented demand for fifty-two millions to increase the Germany Army. But, indeed, to no student of German history, above all to no student of Hohr*n-zollern history, does this give the slightest surprise. Such Machiavellism in politics has been the mark of Prussian history from the moment that Prussia appeared as a first-rate Power in Europe under the Great Eleclor, when it led to Prussia's first great victory at Fchrbcllin. What was the policy of Frederick I and of Frederick the Great himself but just this? " He is a